
Sawtry Junior Academy Curriculum Overview (Autumn Year 6)  

Topic World War II 

Model 

Texts: 

 The Machine Gunners, War Horse,  

 The diary of Anne Frank 

 Original war time poems and newspaper articles 

Key Questions: 

 

 How did the War shape the world we live in today? 

  If we would have lost the war, how would our lives be different? 
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Historical narrative 
The Machine Gunners- narrative  

The Machine Gunners  
Is violence ever justified?  

Diary writing  
Anne Frank’s diary 

Rights for all groups in society/ mutual 
respect 

Poetry 
Blitz poetry 

War time poems 
Did families have a choice? 

Newspaper reports 
VE day newspaper articles 

Who celebrated the end of the war? 

Reporting 
(verbally)  

Speaking and 
listening  

Imitation 
Audio 
book 
(BBC) 
Read book 
daily 
use of 
story 
map, 
imagery 

Innovation 
Structure 
Language 
How does 
the author 
use paint a 
picture in 
the reader’s 
head? 
descriptive 
language 

Independent 
application 
Alternative 
story starter set 
in school 
handwriting, 
grammar& 
punctuation 

Imitation 
Read book 
daily 
comprehens
ion 

Innovation 
Structure 
Language 
How does 
Anne Frank 
use emotive 
language? 
Informal 
writing 

Independent 
application 
Alternative 
diary entry 
Edit 
Redraft 
Final draft 
spelling, 
handwriting, 
grammar& 
punctuation 

Imitation 
structure 
language 
How does 
the poet 
balance 
rhyme& 
rhythm with 
formal word 
choices? 

Innovation/ 
independent 
application 
A poem based 
on point of view 
in the Blitz 
spelling, 
handwriting, 
grammar& 
punctuation 

Imitation 
Read book 
daily 
How does the 
journalist use 
an impersonal 
and formal 
style? 

Innovation 
Structure 
Language 
Read 
articles 
from war 
time 
Formal 
writing 
Reported 
speech 

Independent 
application 
Alternative 
newspaper 
report 
Redraft 
Final draft 
spelling, 
handwriting, 
grammar& 
punctuation 

Planning for 
VE day 
celebrations 
Newsround 
report on VE 
day 
Video in 
groups 
Self and peer 
evaluation 
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LO: To place World war II 
on a timeline 
LO: To relate the World 
War II to our own lives 
LO: To know which 
countries were involved 
in World War II 
LO: To know how World 
War II started and why 
LO: To know the events 
leading up to World War 
II 
Was Britain right to 
respond to the invasion 
of Poland? 
 

LO: To know 
what life was 
like for different 
families living in 
different areas  
Was everybody 
effected in the 
same way by 
the war in 
Britain?  

LO: To know what rationing 
was and why it happened 
Letter to Winston Churchill 
(persuasive letter- Talk for 
writing approach) 
persuading why rationing 
was unfair 
ICT Research: Why was 
rationing unfair in Britain? 
(social class debate) 

LO: To 
recognise the 
unfair 
treatment of 
Jews during 
World War II 
 
  

LO: To know the differences 
between the shelters  
How did people survive the 
Blitz? 
Shelters- Anderson 
Morrison- communal 
What would you need in a 
shelter? 

 

LO: to listen effectively to 
Churchill and the King’s 
speech  
LO: To respond effectively in 
character to the speeches 
 
Why were the D-day landings 
so important to the war 
effort? 

LO: to know the 
events that led 
up to VE day 
and the 
significance of 
this marked 
event 
How did Britain 
win and why is 
this a significant 
day in our 
history? 

Experience 
day to 
showcase 
learning  
From your 
learning 
about World 
War II, what 
will you take 
away and use 
in your own 
life? (PSHCE) 
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Electricity 
LO: to know how to make 
a simple circuit  
LO: to create a complete 
circuit independently  
How does electricity 
travel around the circuit? 
  

Electricity 
LO: to apply prior knowledge to 
create a working switch on a 
circuit 
How does the switch work in a 
house? 
LO: to draw an accurate 
diagram of a circuit  
Can you construct working 
circuits from your diagram?  
LO: predict if a light will stay on 
or off by looking at the diagram 

 

Electricity: Science challenge 
(STEM)  LO: apply prior 
knowledge to create a circuit to 
send signals (In WWII, sending 
signals set off air raid sirens 
and sent messages to different 
positions on the fighting 
line.)Can you create a Morse 
code message system using 
lights?  Can you understand the 
message?       LO: To evaluate 
Morse code creation 

Light 
LO: to know how light travels 
How do we see light and 
objects? 
LO: to know how a periscope 
works?  
Can light travel round corners? 

Light: Science challenge (STEM)                          
LO: use prior knowledge of how light travels to 
create a periscope                                                  
Can you use your periscope to imagine what it 
was like for soldiers who were in the trenches to 
watch the enemy? 

How can you adapt your design to make it most 
effective so you can see enemies from afar?                   

Experience 
day: verbally 
explain how 
light travels 
in a periscope 
and how 
electricity 
travels during 
Morse code. 
How were 
these used in 
World War II? 
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Music: World War II songs (link to English poetry)  
When were war times songs used and why? 
Art/DT:  Investigating colours at time of WW2 and natural vegetable dyes 
Why did they use dyes differently to today’s modern techniques?  
What colours were used on uniforms during the war and why? 
 
 

Music: Rhythmic dance and two-part step dance (indoor PE) 
Why and when did people dance in war time? 
Art/DT:  Remembrance day art work for school grounds 
Evaluating the effectiveness of propaganda posters and create own poster 
with own image and slogan (ICT) 
Why were propaganda posters used?  
Why were only certain colours selected? 

Display 
Propaganda 
posters and 
demonstrat
e dance 
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Number and place 
value 

Mental 
addition and 
subtraction 

Properties 
of shape 
Nets of 
cubes 

Multiplicat
ion and 
division 

fractions Geometry- 
position 

and 
direction 

Written 
addition and 
subtraction 

decimals measurem
ent 

Multiplication 
and division 

Fractions, 
decimals 

and 
percentages 

R
E 

ISLAM- what is commitment  Christianity- How significant was it that Mary was the mother of Jesus 

P
E 

Outdoor-Hockey 
Indoor-yoga/ Pilates/ balance (freeze frame) 

Outdoor-Handball  
Indoor-multi skills/circuits (War time games) 



 

 Sawtry Junior Academy Curriculum Overview (Spring Year 6 ) 

Topic Up! –Pixar film  

Model 

Texts: 

 Kensuke’s Kingdom- Micheal Morpurgo Key Questions: 

 

 What effect do people have on the physical landscape?  

  How are areas studies different to the area of the world that you live in? 

 Why do landscapes change? 

 Is it ever right to kill a wild animal? 

Week 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

En
gl

is
h

 

(T
al

k 
fo

r 
w

ri
ti

n
g 

st
ru

ct
u

re
) 

Persuasive letter 
Formal letter from building company  

Does every group in society have rights?  

Character description  
Kensuke’s Kingdom character description  
Why do people judge other’s on looks? 

Non-chronological report  
Endangered species  

Whose responsibility is it to save these animals? 
  

Journalistic writing-  
log of the journey (log of the journey, formal and 

informal writing opportunity) 
 What is poverty?  

Imitation 
Read 
good 
examples 
of formal 
letters 
 

Innovation 
Structure 
Language 
How does the 
writer use 
formal 
vocabulary to 
communicate 
message? 
Structure of 
formal letter 

Independent 
application 
Write a 
response 
from Mr 
Fedrickson to 
the building 
company. 
Edit 
Redraft 

Imitation 
Read model 
extract   
Kensuke’s 
Kingdom 
character 
description  
comprehensio
n 

Innovatio
n 
Structure 
Language 
How does 
Micheal 
Morpurgo 
use 
imagery? 
Use of 
advanced 
punctuati
on 

Independent 
application 
Character 
description 
from a 
character in 
‘Up!’ 
How can you 
show whether 
you like this 
person in your 
description? 

Imitation 
structure 
language of 
non-
chronologic
al report 
How does 
the writer 
inform in 
effective 
ways? 

Innovation 
Use of scientific, 
formal and 
impersonal 
language. 
How does the 
writer use formal 
and correct 
grammar in order 
to inform 
effectively to 
chosen audience? 

independent 
application  
write own NC 
report on 
species in 
‘UP!’ 
handwriting, 
grammar& 
punctuation 

Imitation 
Structure 
Of journey 
as cartoon 
strip. 
Act out 
journey  
 

Innovation 
Use of 
conjunctives 
for sequencing   

Independent 
application 
Edit 
Redraft 
Final draft 
spelling, 
handwriting, 
grammar& 
punctuation 
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LO: To know 
how to use 
a map and 
Atlas to 
track a 
chosen 
journey 
What is the 
most 
effective 
way to track 
a journey? 

LO: To compare the climate 
in South America to the 
climate in UK. 
Why did Kevin and his family 
only exist in South America? 

LO: To research the effects of human 
geography on the continent of South America  
LO: To explain how cities grow and change 
How does the government effect trade, 
population and the infrastructure in a 
democracy? 

LO: To study the physical features 
of the local landscape 
How does your local landscape 
compare to South America? 
Landscape features, vegetation, 
rivers, climate, land use… 

LO: To use my prior knowledge of physical 
features to create a dream adventure. 
Can you present your journey in pairs on a 
PowerPoint presentation? 
-a means of transport unknown to humans yet 
-what is the purpose of the journey? 
-what are the challenges along the way? 

LO: To 
research other 
animals have 
similar 
struggles like 
the Dodo? 
Which areas of 
the world are 
these animals 
from? 
Is there a 
pattern? 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sc
ie

n
ce

 

Animals and Plants-Adaptation 
LO: To recognise that living things have change 
over time and that fossils provide vital information 
of how species lived millions of years ago 
Why do animals change over time? 
Have humans changed over time too? 

 

Animals and Plants-Adaptation 
LO: To recognise that living things 
produce offspring of the same kind 
Why do offspring vary and are not 
identical to their parents? 

Animals and Plants-Adaptation 
LO: To know how animals and 
plants are adapted to suit their 
environment in different ways 
How does adaption lead to 
evolution? 

Animals and Plants-Adaptation 
LO: To explain how all living 
things are classified into broad 
groups according to similarities 
and differences of common 
observational characteristics.  
 

Animals and Plants-
Adaptation 
LO: To give reasons for 
classifying plants and animals 
based on their characteristics 
Can you plot these on a map? 
Is there a pattern? 

Th
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A
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s Music/dance- Latin American dance (Strictly come dancing) 
Art/DT- bringing the story of ‘UP!’ to life through drawing, painting, collage skills 
ICT- use iPads to use animation techniques based on the story of ‘UP!’ 

DT- Exploring features of ‘UP!’ through sculpture- clay and FIMO (Polymer clay) 

M
at h
s 

Number  
The four operations 

Algebra Geometry-
Properties of 

shape 

Number-Multiplication and 
division 

 

Measurement- 
Mass 

Number- 
fractions 

Ratio and 
proportion 

statistics Multiplication 
and division 

Measurement- 
Mass 

R
E 

  

P
E 

Outdoor-Basketball 
Indoor-Dance (Latin American dance) 

Outdoor-Football   
Indoor-Gymnastics balance control (sequences of journey) 



Sawtry Junior Academy Curriculum Overview (Summer Year 6)  

Topic Space- The Solar System 

Model 

Texts: 

 The War of the Worlds- HG Wells 

 Radio programme performed by Orson Wells 

 Biography of Neil Armstrong 

Key Questions: 

 

 What’s in Space  
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Narrative- Science Fiction 
The War of the Worlds- HG Wells 

Rule of law- freedom of speech 
 

Biography and Autobiography 
Neil Armstrong  

Could you go to space? 

Poetry 
Space poems 

Do you believe in aliens? 

Journalistic writing  
Moon landing 

What were the risks? 

Debate 
(verbally)  

Speaking and 
listening  

Imitation 
Audio 
book 
(BBC) 
Read book 
daily 
use of 
story 
map, 
imagery 

Innovation 
Structure 
Language 
How does 
the author 
use paint a 
picture in 
the reader’s 
head? 
descriptive 
language 

Independent 
application 
Alternative 
story starter set 
in space (other 
point of view) 

Imitation 
Read book  
comprehens
ion 

Innovation 
Structure 
Language 
Informal 
writing 

Independent 
application 
Alternative 
biography of an 
alien on Mars 
Edit 
Redraft 
Final draft 
spelling, 
handwriting, 
grammar& 
punctuation 

Imitation 
structure 
language 
How does 
the poet 
balance 
rhyme& 
rhythm with 
formal word 
choices? 

Innovation/ 
independent 
application 
A poem based 
on point of view 
in the Blitz 
spelling, 
handwriting, 
grammar& 
punctuation 

Imitation 
Read articles 
How does the 
journalist use 
an impersonal 
and formal 
style? 

Innovation 
Structure 
Language 
Read 
articles 
from war 
time 
Formal 
writing 
Reported 
speech 

Independent 
application 
Alternative 
newspaper 
report (Mars 
landing) 
Redraft 
spelling, 
handwriting, 
grammar& 
punctuation 

Should we 
travel to 
Mars? 
 
Balanced 
argument, for 
and against  
 
What are the 
risks? 

 H
u

m
an

it
ie

s 

LO: To study early 
astronomers 
LO: To research Galileo 
and his discovery and 
how this effected the 
academic community 
LO: To explore 
technological advances 
during WW2 specifically 
the VC rocket which 
made space travel 
possible 
How Galileo was treated 
by those who didn’t share 
his belief? 
 

LO: To place the 
Space Race on a 
timeline and 
relate to own 
lives and 
previous history 
learning  
LO: To explore 
John F 
Kennedy’s 
speech and 
challenge to 
America to be 
the first country 
to land on the 
moon. 

LO: To research Neil 
Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin or 
Michael Collins- the main 
events of their loves and 
what skills they had to 
enable them to be 
astronauts. 
ICT Research: Why was it so 
important to win the space 
race?  

LO: to study the 
first landing on 
the moon 
What did the 
moon landing 
mean for 
people on 
Earth? 
 
  

LO: To explore the 
technological advances since 
space travel and how these 
impact on our daily lives.  
What is next for space travel? 
Will we make it to Mars? 
LO: To create a documentary 
entitles “Will we make it to 
Mars?” 

 

LO: to select an appropriate line of enquiry 
considering a relevant aspect of space study 
LO: To develop own line of enquiry on Space 
study 
LO: To present own findings based on own line of 
enquiry  
 

Investigation 
We are going 
on a holiday 
to Mars 
What do we 
need to 
survive in 
Mars? 
How would 
we travel to 
Mars? 
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Space 
LO: To relate space to 
how we calculate a year 
and a day. 
What’s in space? 
What is a year? 
What is a day? 

Space 
LO: To relate space to seasons around the world. 
How does the sun help us to measure time? 
What time is it around the world? Why? 
Why do we have seasons? 
 

Space- investigation 
LO: To investigate sunrise and sunset times through 
the year  
What are our conclusions to sunrise and sunset 
times? 
 

  
Why does the moon change shape? 
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Music: Flash mob and flash performances  
Space man song by David Bowie 
Art/DT/Textiles: 
LO: To use textile arts with the theme of Space 
LO: how to create 3D textile pieces using quilting and embroidery stitches.  
How has space inspired Art? 
 
 

Music: Sansa Karoma and Anasai Performance 
Art/DT:  Plan, design, create and evaluate in peers a space textile piece 

Display 
pieces in a 
space 
Artgallery 
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Number-All four 
operations and place 

value 

Algebra Properties 
of shape 

 

Multiplication and division 
decimals 
fractions 

Measurme
nts- Mass 

Fractions Ratio and 
proportion 

statistics Multiplication 
and division 

Fractions, 
decimals 

and 
percentages 

R
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Chritianity- is Christianity still a strong religion 2,000 years after Jesus was on earth?  
Multicultural week 

Christianity- What is unconditional love? 

P
E 

Outdoor-Netball 
Indoor-team building 

Outdoor-Athletics 
Indoor-multi skills/indoor Athletiics 


